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which it would be a pity not to avail ourselves We think that by reading- 
the chapters over beforehand mothers would be able to give them to their 
children with the omissions and additions which will occur to the devout 
mother, to whom the thought of Jesus as “my Lord and my God” j s 
always present. This is a manner of reading that mothers are accus- 
tomed to. We notice, too, a slight occasional tendency to assume more 
than is written ; but we feel we have, perhaps, laid too much stress on 
the possible defects of the most serious effort for the instruction of 
children in the history of our Lord that we are acquainted with. A short 
extract will give some idea of the style of the author. “ One morning 
early in spring He was on the shore of white shells at the plain of Gen- 
nesaret, teaching at a lonely spot where a person can be heard speaking 
a long way off. Thou canst see Him as He stands on a high part 
Before Him are the crowd of people sitting on the sloping grass and dark 
rocks that rise here and there through it; behind Him are the waves 
rippling on the beach, while the water of the lake spreads blue and 
glittering in the sunshine away to the other side, where the bare yellow 
hills are quivering in a haze of heat.” Mothers will find the illustrations 
extremely helpful, and for these, the work of Mr. John Lawson and 
Mr. Archibald Webb, we have nothing but respectful praise. 4 'here are 
about 150 pictures, which unite faithfulness to the facts of topography, of 
Eastern manners, etc., with the sort of reverence and beauty (in kind, if 
not in degree) which we look for in the old Italian masters. “A Host of 
Angels, p. 37, is delightful as a modern work : an Egyptian village, 
the Entrance to Bethlehem, Washing the Hands, the Sower, the Pearl 
o Great Price, are at the same time instructive and stimulating to the 

imagination. The figure of out Lord is always treated with reverence and 
dignity. 


f p , < t 0 ™™' by Robert Bird ( Nelson & Son s, 6/-). “This life 

• . r , - arsus ’ sa Y s the author, “ is intended to be read with the 
seen ° , 10 ^ ra P '- and v 'ith the accuracy of history in which thoughts, 
coedS and t . eVentS are woven int0 one.” We think 'the author has suc- 
then tn tl* rr ’ ntr oduces us first to Cilicia, then to Tarsus, 

receive frr> 6 i* t r. u J ew ' s ^ c ^ dd in 1 arsus, with the teaching he would 
his studv^f 'tl at p er and mother > the manner of his teaching in school, 
sLleue fli , ?°° kS ° f M ° Ses > his home-life as a boy, the 

and in fact every inciden^^ ^ Pharisee ’ his P^grimage to Jerusalem, 
youth living in a Rom necessar y t0 the history of a Jewish boy and 
simplicity that wonlrl P . rovince - A11 this matter is treated with a 

the information is tl ^ Interestln g reading for a child of ten, but 
show the care with ^ exhaus tive. One or two extracts will 

would see the bovs sh' C 1 bo y! lood of St. Paul is treated. “Paul 

to and fro at foofball oTmir lth °- 1 Spinnin g to P s of g° od size > rushing 
They had also to th™ ^ , ln ^ Wlt ^ their strength in a tug of war- 

cer,L agetev « ' S “ ™ 8S “ d sh °°‘ « ■»•*»! “ d "H 

afterwards hear A * £ rar nmar, which covered much as you wil 

purple cloak with ma ma ^'f trate walked about in white shoes and a 
to see th« the LTnla ' ST “ nd « " im ' »”« part of their duty «* 
tempers and thar wa i,r ^' an d did not fight or even lose the |C 

that was a very wise rule.” .. If pL had mastered his 
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Bible by his tenth birthday, he was thus only lavW^IT I 
huge structure of learning which he would havf to the 

after year, if he wished to be a rabbi at T er „ b . U, l d u P on 11 year 

And this mass of difficult rules pressed hard ^ &S , US father lntended - 
for .here was a council or law con “co™« J°" f 'T™ ^ 
where lire old men were the judges with power from the grel 
at Jerusalem, to try men and punish them for not keepin^L^ ' 
rules of their religion.” Every incident nf th f ^ n ^ aws ai,d 
St. Paul, is treated with the ^fuHeLt and ! ' by 
The simplicity of the style is maintained throughouTTven^nfmT 110 ^ 
the controversies which the apostle carried on in his’ Epistles do 

not know says the author, “what Paul said in these addresses but 
th.s is part of the letter which he afterwards wrote to the men of Corinth ■ 
If 1 preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory in ; for I do it of necess ty‘ 
and woe is me if I do not preach. If I were to do this of mine own will 
only I should have a certain reward, but I have a charge given me by 
God, and my reward is that when I preach the Gospel I should make it 
free, not using my right to be maintained by others. Though free from 
all men I am the slave of all, that I may win the more for Jesus.” This 
sort of simple paraphrase in its proper setting in the life of St Paul 
should be a valuable introduction to the Epistles. The same qualities of 
simplicity and sincerity which we noticed in the former volume mark this, 
which is profoundly interesting from the first page to the last. 

Joseph the Dreamer , by Robert Bird (Nelson and Sons, 5 /-). 
‘‘ Encouraged by unexpected success,” says Mr. Bird, “it has been my 
aim to set forth in a living way the story of one who, next to the Holy 
One of Galilee, is to children the most attractive figure in the Bible.” 
Ihe chapter called “A Birthday Feast at Memphis,” indicates the care 
and research bestowed upon the illustration of the Bible narrative. We 
have the guests arriving upon litters, the wreath of blue violets and pink 
convolvulus hung upon the neck of each lady, and that of red and white 
tulips placed upon each gentleman’s black head. Such details as these, 
and there are thousands of the like, will help children to bring their Bible 
stories into the region of things real and “true.” 

THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[7 he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor,— All readers of the Review must, I think, feel a special 
interest in your July and August numbers, containing, as they do, the full 
reports of our Conference. May I urge on each regular subscriber that it 
is a good thing to buy a few' extra numbers for distribution among friends, 
who may not as yet have their interest in the Union fully aroused. 1 here 
is such variety in the papers contained in these numbers that everyone 
must find somewhere in them help and inspiration. Ihere are, however, 
in the Reports just one or two small inaccuracies which (you yourself not 
having been present at the Conference) I know you will allow me to correct. 

(0 Mr. Swanton is put down as having delivered his own paper. As a 
matter of fact he was not able to be present and the paper was kindl) rea 
by Mrs. Anson. 
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(2) Mrs Rickman was detained abroad and her place as chairman o n 
the last morning of the Conference was filled by Mrs. Hart-Davis. 

() Xhe actual form of the last question discussed at “Concrete 
Problems” was omitted. It should run, “ Does the P.R.S. form a good 
preparation for the ordinary boy’s school ? ” 

Besides making these three small corrections may I announce to yo Ur 
readers that Mrs. Clement Parsons’ paper on “ An only Child,” which 
appeared, by courtesy, in the August number of the Review, will shortly be 
published’ in a separate volume, together with her “Beauty of Simplicity” 
(read at 1900 Conference), by Messrs. Nisbet & Co., price 6 d. It will be 
procurable at the office and at the ordinary booksellers. I am sure many 
will be glad to possess these beautiful essays in a permanent form. 

One word more— although we decided not to print any report of the 
discussions which followed each paper, all were animated, and shewed 
signs of the deepest interest on the part of the members and visitors. It is 
of course self-evident that the higher the level of thought reached in each 
address, at such a Conference as ours, the less ready is the audience to 
then and there discuss the views set forth. Many of us often felt that we 
wanted to think things over in silence rather than to talk at once of what 
we had heard. At the same time I believe I shall be supported by all who 
were present at the various meetings, when I say that one gains very much 
by being there. It is no small thing to hear the addresses delivered by 
those who have themselves thought them out and prepared them. When 
we meet the lecturer face to face we cannot fail to realise some of the 
fire and enthusiasm which we should have missed in the printed page. I 
believe, moreover, that we all gain much from the social side of the 
Conference and from being thus brought into touch with others who, like 
ourselves, are anxiously striving to do their very best for their children. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

50, Porchester Terrace, W. H. Franklin, Hon. Org. Sec. 

Dear Ediior, I should like to tell you how much I was interested in 
the few' lectures I was able to attend at the Conference. Mr. Swanton’s 
paper w r as especially interesting to me, because a few years ago I got up 
a sma11 museum in a village in North Wales, and left it behind in the 
National School there when I left the place. I must also tell you that it 
was owing chiefly to my having become a member of the P.N.E.U. that I 
thought of getting together this small collection of natural history objects 
or t e 1 age Boys Club. The boys and I used to go out together in the 
evenings only a few boys at a time — and gather flowers and name them. 

e use a so to co lect birds’ eggs, one out of a nest, and when we had 
sufficient of any kind we did not collect any more of that kind. I don’t 
un any sing e oy ever wished to take any eggs he happened to see if 

the^ffiund en °ugh. We also collected nesffi, and now and 
then we found a good specimen of a dead bird, which we had stuffed. I 
dare not collect butterflies anH mntu , 9 . • 

rlll u f d m °ths, because there were so many boys in 

a , i: proper kim ^ r k 
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your Nature Note-books. Sometimes a friend would paint flowers in the 
of Boy, Cob R „„ P m a, 

where the master sometimes gave lessons unnn tu ■ ? School < 

encouraged ,he children aid 

foreign things sent us from abroad: an ostrich’s etrsr f rnm i 
some of ‘he boys’ parents came spec, ally ,o see), Kaffir bracelet! and^Ss 
from South Africa, a turtle’s shell presented by one of the boys’ faffie 1 
and many other things gradually found thei, way to the museum from the 
boys homes, some of them with the most ertraordinary tales attached to 
them, showing the .gnorance of the boys and their parents about ,e , 
common things sometimes. I always think that little museum, with the 
lectures we occasionally gave in connection with it, must have done good 
in opening the eyes of the village boys to the wonderful works of Nature, 
and I hope there are many more such museums in many other villages. 

Yours very truly, 

Harpenden, May loth , 1901. Helena Jeffcock. 


Dear Editor, — As many Botanical Societies have been started for 
plant collecting through the lead of the P.N.E.U., I should like to draw 
your attention to the correspondence recently in The limes on the 
proposed raid in the New Forest by a society of this kind, and the 
destruction to rare plants such parties must cause. These were grown 
people, and might exert a little seif-restraint, but it cannot be expected of 
children, for whom most of these societies are intended, especially when a 
prize is offered for the largest number of species collected. In my neigh- 
bourhood, one where there used to be many rare species, these societies 
abound, and as there are often two and three members in one family the 
wholesale destruction may be imagined. Would it be possible to schedule, 
with the assistance of some competent botanist, certain of the rarer plants, 
the possession of which on a list should diminish that collector’s marks? 
If this craze goes on there will be nothing but dandelions and nettles left 
to represent the British Flora in a few years. It also leads to trespassing 
on private grounds, destroying plants that landowners are endeavouring to 
naturalise, and practically stealing. I know I am told the Selborne Society 
sees no harm in these societies, but I have had some experience of that 
Society, and have found that while waxing furious over a foreign bird in a 
hat, it shuts its eyes conveniently to destruction of rare species of all kinds 
under the pretext of “ Science.” It is a good thing to stimulate in young 
people the love of nature, but it should be by means of the living specimen 
in its own habitat, and not through the unwholesome emulation of having 


the largest collection of dead bodies. A Mother. 

[We should like strongly to endorse %i A Mothers protest. 
members of P.N.E.U. Natural History Clubs are taken out they s > °u 
provided, as is done in the Reading Club, with a list ot plants to e 
during the walk, and the conductor should carefully exc u e r ^ 
lists all the more rare and curious plants of the neighbour oo 
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DEAR EDITOR,— I do not know if you remember my account of my 
swallows last year in the Parents' Review. The dear birds have repaired 
their old nest on the picture, and the little hen sits happily on five eggs. 

With kind regards, yours truly, 


Agnes F. Fakken. 

Bealings House, Great Bealings, Woodbridge, 

June 5th, 1901. 


Dear Editor,— Is any member willing to part with some of the 
Mothers’ Educational Course books for the second year’s course at half 
price? Yours truly, L. Harbage. 

Chestnut House, Wellesbourne, Warwick. 


Dear Editor,— I taught a Melbourne gentleman on the voyage to 
New Zealand how to do chair-caning. He was very interested in watching 
Alfred do it, and wanted to know exactly how it was done, so I offered to 
show him. He said he had two married sons living in the bush quite 
away from any town, and they would be very pleased to know how to cane 
chairs, as when their own wanted re-caning they had to replace the seats 
by wooden ones. Truly yours, M. D. 


Dear Editor, — I venture to send a list of books which has been 
intensely liked by my quartette, 16-10— the two eldest boys — to whom I 
read them aloud : — 

Winifred, Baring Gould. 

Reds of the Midi , The Terror , The White Terror , Felix Gras, translated from 
French. 

Boy Crusoes , Leon Goldschmann, translated from Russian. Blackie 
Tom Sawyer's Adventures , Mark Twain. 

Half Hours in Japan , Rev. H. Moore. Fisher Unwin. 

The Way the World went then . 

Legend Led , Brownie , Roses , Amy le Feuvre. R.T.S. 

2 he wonderful City of Tokio f Young Americans in Japan , Edward Grey. 
Dillingham, New York. 

Clear Round ! Sampson Low. 

Our Boys in India, Our Boys in Chinn, by H. French. Dillingham, New York. 
Red Cloud, Sir W. Butler. 

London ***** round the world, by H. C. Leigh. E. Arnold, 

All Frank Bullen’s books are greatly liked. 

Truly yours, 

A Mother. 


THE 

PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME- TRAINING AND CULTURE 

Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


OCTOBER, 1901. 


THE RING AND THE BOOK,* 

(An Appreciation.) 

By E. A. Skurray. 

A Human Document ! such it does indeed deserve to be 
called, with its marvellous knowledge of the human heart. 
Once attack it boldly, and it cannot fail to command the 
most intense interest of thoughtful minds. We feel it is 
destined to immortality : “ It lives — if precious be the soul of 
man to man.” In it we find the keenest analysis of character 
and motive, the most subtle of psychological dissertations. 

When it first appeared, Swinburne tells us, it was received 
with a burst of surprise and wonder : to quote his own words 
— and we remember he is himself a master of form — “The 
greatness of so colossal a masterpiece, the masterpiece of so 
great a genius ! as the whole world of English readers rose 
to acclaim on the appearance of The Ring and the Book. 

“The masterpiece of a master” describes it exactly; yet 
it is quite possible we may have shrunk from the study of it 
as a whole, partly because it is so long, and long things get 
crowded out ; then, the method Browning employs is so 
entirely original and the average reader shrinks from the 
unfamiliar, for it is neither a drama nor an epic. He takes 
the story, the tragedy, and gives us types of the vvor 8 

~ * Readers of the Love Letters of Mr. and Mrs. Brownhig will discover whence the 
poet drew his inspiration for Pompilia. ^ 

vol. xn. — xo. 10. 


Vol. XII. No. io.] 


